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Sustainability and Pleasure

An Untimely Mediation
iy Andrew Payne

We should fove ever marg

Fleasure attoined mocbidly, harmjully.
The body rarely feels whal pleasure
wanis,

Whal marbicity and herm provide,

Conetantins Cavaty

The paiting of the terms susheinebiity and
pleasure recalls a distinction Familiar from
histarical discussions of archi-tecture, a
distinction betaeen the discipline’s ugili-
tariam and hedenistic dedications. Some-
lime befare Vitruvlus placed verwstas in
relative isolatien Fram the temmine-logical
doublet that articulates his response to
the necedsitarian aspects of human ac-
commaodation (fermitas, wiiines), Cicero
had already distingulshed thase ars de-
voted te the sagisfaction of necessity,
ameng which he had one-sidedly Includod
amchitecture, from those devoted to the
pussiuit of pleasure.! The distinction |s
made explicit in the dyadic formula "beau-
ty and utility,” that erganizes 18th-century
thinking about landscape

and to & lesser extent the building ants.
The distinclion

of agth-century architecteral theorist Carl
Biitticher between Kermform and Kunst-
farm, which conceived the dilference be-
tween the structural and arlistic modalities
of tectonic expression on the madel of St.
Augustine's distinction between kemal
and husk, represents sl a thisd iRstance
of this sppositlanal schema,? In each of
these sxamples, as in 5o many others, it ks
a maiter of differentiating what is roguined
from whal 1s desired, those sspets of 8
buwliding or 3 landscape thought ba satisfy
the conditions necessary Lo preserving an
exlstend bn its mern boing from those nec-
essary for precipilating those affective
#vrnts thanks to which mere bheing is
transformed into well-being. One Powerful
definition of architecture, shared by the
theerists as divers as Albertl and Hegel,
describes it as that an whose specificity
consists precisely In the burden It carries
of bridging necessity and pleasure, being
and well-being.




